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I Don’t Paint  

Pražák Palace Cloister, Moravian Gallery in Brno, Husova 18

14 April – 5 June 2005

CURATOR OF THE EXHIBITION 

Yvona Ferencová

Michal Kalhous (1967) is connected with a generation of photographers of the 1990´s. His often proclaimed relation to the works of Markéta Othová, Alena Kotzmannová, Lukáš Jasanský and Martin Polák, representatives of the so-called “no-photography”, does not signify an amalgamation in a monochrome stream of categorization; it only indicates at closeness of those artists and the frequency of being in a good mood. His high-scale black and white non-figurate photographs remind us of amateur snapshots. They are the records of private space; they mediate information about a particular situation. They also depict the seemingly marginal everyday reality, without need to stylization and improvement; they are mere statements.  

There are presented two new cycles in the Moravian Gallery in Brno. They are the cycles, which the author himself calls “housing and touring”. Kalhous does not go beyond the borders of a given territory, he suspects that “….the balance is an estate of stagnant water”, he only leaves a detailed scanning of an intimate, in favour of a complex, which he attains by broadening the image field. Resulting nameless unimpressive photographs, which point out the quality of undivided state of things, are demonstration of fine author’s perception. They are one of the basic principles pf his testimony concerning the nature of world. Michal Kalhous does not paint, he takes photographs. 

The auctorial exhibition of Michal Kalhous, which is organized by the Moravian Gallery in Brno, is a contribution to a dialogue about the photography medium of Czech art scene. It is topically commented by the exhibition Photography?? of the curator pair Pavel Vančát and Jan Freiberg, which took place in the House of the Lords from Kunštát (16 February – 3 April 2005), together with the exhibition of Alena Kotzmannová called Diamond Valley, Gallery 99 (10 March – 24 April 2005). This accidental appearance of three exhibitions which follow up one another, marks a significant testimony of a photographic medium, of its integrating among pluralistic stream of art, thanks to the ability to visualize the concept. 

Y.F.
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